
In Spring term 1, Year 6 are learning about

Ancient Greece

Greek myths:

The ancient Greeks told stories about their gods. These stories are called myths (short for mythology, or 
stories about gods.) Stories about the ancient Greek gods are still told today.
Each storyteller told the stories in their own way, but whatever power and personality a god had was 
consistent from story to story. For example, Zeus was the king of all the gods, and only Zeus could throw 
lightning bolts.

Map of Ancient Greece

Greece’s position next to the sea (there are over 
1400 islands) meant Ancient Greeks were a seafaring 
people. Trade between the islands led to the 
creation of ‘city-states’ (polis). Each city-state was 
ruled by a powerful city, led by a ruler or (later) 
government.

Greece is a warm country, but winds from the 
Mediterranean, and rains from the north, kept 
temperatures livable and created fertile farming 
conditions

Key Vocabulary

Acropolis An acropolis is a fortified citadel 
within a larger city. It is usually 
located on top of a hill and at the 
centre of the city

Assembly In Athens, the Assembly 
consisted of the group of citizens 
who showed up to vote

Democracy A form of government where 
citizens have a say in how they 
are ruled including choosing their 
leaders and deciding on laws

Oligarchy A type of government where the 
power is held by a few people

Olympics An athletic event held by the 
Ancient Greeks every four years

Titans The Titans were the first Greek 
gods

Tyrant The ruler of a Greek city-state 
like a king

Timeline:

850 –
700 BC

Development of the first Greek 
Alphabet

776 BC The first Olympic games takes place 
in honour of Greece

600 BC The first Greek coins are used to buy 
and sell goods

570 BC Pythagoras is born. He made major 
breakthroughs in science and maths.

508 BC Democracy begins in Athens, giving 
greater power to the people

432 BC The Parthenon, the most famous 
building in Athens is completed

400-300 
BC

Socrates, Plato and Aristotle live, 
advancing learning

336 BC Alexander the Great is King and 
completes many conquests

146 BC Rome conquers Greece, making it a 
part of the Roman Empire



In Spring term 1, Year 6 are learning about

Ancient Greece

Greek Gods and Goddesses:

Greek legacy:

What did the Ancient Greeks do for us? They gave us:

DEMOCRACY - A form of government where the people elect (vote) for who they 
want to represent them.

ALPHABET - the first two letters of the Greek alphabet are alpha and beta -
which is where we get the word alphabet from.

THEATRE - the Ancient Greeks invented the idea of written drama performed by 
actors.

PYTHAGORUS - was an Ancient Greek mathematician and philosopher . Many of 
you will use his rules and laws in your own maths. Letters from the Greek 
alphabet are also used in many mathematical and scientific equations.

Places, people and daily life:


