
 

 

 

Learning Project WEEK 10 – The Rainforest 

Year 5 

Weekly Maths Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) Weekly Reading Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) 

 Get your child to play on Times Table 
Rockstars.  

 Play on Hit the Button -  focus on times tables, 
division facts and squared numbers.  

 Ask your child to play ‘Match the Fraction’. 
Encourage your child to challenge themselves 
by trying the mixed numbers.   

 Arithmetic practise on Maths Frame.  
 Get your child to work on their reasoning and 

problem solving by practising past SATs 
questions that are broken down into topic areas 
and have videos linked to them that can be 
watched if needed. As these are older papers 
these are suitable for year 5. Click on one of 
the topic areas listed to gain access to the 
questions.  

 Divide a piece of paper into four and ask your 
child to select four cards from a pack of playing 
cards and make two fractions by placing a card 
in each quadrant. Your child can compare the 
two fractions using the inequality symbols (< > 
and =). 

 Can your child find the distance from 
Birmingham Airport to the Amazon Rainforest 
using Google maps? When is the best time to 
visit? 
 

 Ask your child to read a chapter from their 
home reading book or a book that they have 
borrowed from the library. Alternatively your 
child could read an article from here - First 
News. Remind them to record their reading 
using their flipgrid code. 

 Following this, ask your child to write a book 
review about the book they have read 
recently.    

 Encourage your child to note down any 
unfamiliar words from the chapter they have 
read. Explore the meanings of these words by 
using a dictionary, reading around the 
sentence or using print conventions.  

 Take a quiz on Accelerated Reader, it doesn’t 
have to be on your Accelerated reading book 
or at your level. Just type in your title. 

 Ask your child to read an account of living in a 
rainforest here. Your child can record what the 
child likes and doesn’t like about living in the 
rainforest. 

 Ask your child to listen to and read along with 
A Blade of Grass. What message is the poet 
trying to convey to the reader? 

 Ask your child to find a recipe involving 
chocolate in a recipe book or here. They can 
find out about chocolate here and summarise 
their learning. 

 Task your child with creating a rainforest 
themed bookmark for a younger sibling or 
family member. 

Weekly Spelling Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) Weekly Writing Tasks (Aim to do 1 per day) 

 Encourage your child to practise the Year 5/ 6 
Common Exception Words (the list can be 
found in your white learning journals) 

 Then ask your child to choose 5 Common 
Exception words. They can then write a 
synonym, antonym, the meaning and an 
example of how to use the word in a sentence. 

 Practise spellings on Spelling Frame.  
 Can your child create their own rainforest 

themed crossword. They will need to include a 
list of clues and an answer sheet. 

 Ask your child to create a rainforest glossary 
using these words as a starting point: canopy, 
monsoon, colony, extinct & deforestation 

 Get your child to proofread their writing from 
the day. They can use a dictionary to check the 
spelling of any words that they found 
challenging. This will also enable them to check 
that the meaning of the word is suitable for the 
sentence. 

 Visit the Literacy Shed for this wonderful 
resource on The Alchemist’s Letter or take part 
in a writing master class. 

 After the reading task, your child can write a 
diary entry from the viewpoint of the child who 
lives in the rainforest. Alternatively, they can 
write a diary entry in the day in the life of Toki. 
What is the message of the story and how he 
felt throughout the clip? What emotive 
language could they use? 

 Ask your child to write a poem about the 
rainforest. Get your children to try and create 4 
stanzas about the climate, animals, what they 
like about it and the potential dangers. Ask 
them to perform their poem. 

 Ask your child to write two contrasting 
descriptions of the rainforest. One depicting 
the rainforest’s beauty and the other 
deforestation. 

 Rainforests are destroyed by nature too so 
we should make use of their products 
rather than waste them.  Your child can write 

a balanced argument. 
 

  

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/fraction-matcher/latest/fraction-matcher_en.html
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/486/Y6-Arithmetic-Practice
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/springcroft-primary-school/UploadedDocument/915522a464444cfa96a70bc9bdaee45d/ultimate-ks2-maths-sats-organiser-y6-daily-mini-videos-puzzles-for-y5.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/springcroft-primary-school/UploadedDocument/915522a464444cfa96a70bc9bdaee45d/ultimate-ks2-maths-sats-organiser-y6-daily-mini-videos-puzzles-for-y5.pdf
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-blade-of-grass/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/chocolate-cacao-kew-gardens
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/chocolate-cacao-kew-gardens
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-alchemist-s-letter-ks2-activity-pack
https://authorfy.com/
https://authorfy.com/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids/rainforest-stories
https://vimeo.com/36682203
https://vimeo.com/36682203
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/nature-travel/tropical-rainforest-plants
https://science.howstuffworks.com/science-vs-myth/what-if/what-if-amazon-rainforest-was-completely-destroyed.htm


Learning Project - to be done throughout the week 

The project this week aims to provide opportunities for your child to learn more 

about the world’s rainforests. Learning may focus on the plants, animals and insects 

that inhabit the rainforest, food that originates there and weather patterns. It could 

look at plants and animals that can be found in the garden too.  

 

 Deforestation: Destroying Animal Habitats and The Homes of Humans- 
Deforestation occurs in rainforests throughout the world. Trees are cut down on a 
huge scale, often to create space for grazing livestock or buildings. As part of this 
process, animal habitats and the homes of native people are often destroyed. 
Direct your child to create a poster highlighting the impact of deforestation on both 
humans and animals. Encourage them to think of possible solutions to some of 
these challenges and include these solutions on their posters 

 Welcome to The Jungle: Let Creativity Roar!- Henri Rousseau was a French 
painter from the 19th Century who created many paintings inspired by jungles and 
rainforests, although he never actually visited one. Direct your child to explore facts 
about this famous painter and encourage them to create a jungle/rainforest piece of 
artwork in his style. They could draw, paint or create a collage, depending on the 
resources you have available at home 

 Discovering Far off Lands- In the 16th century, Sir Walter Raleigh sailed the 
Atlantic Ocean in search of a place called El Dorado. His expedition took him to 
Guyana and his search led him to discover the country’s rainforest. 400 years on, a 
group of children have taken on the challenge to follow in Sir Walter’s footsteps in 
their own expedition to Guyana. Direct your child to watch this clip and explore the 
others on the BBC Teach website. Challenge them to plan their own expedition and 
consider what they would need to take with them. Alternatively, they could write a 
first-hand account of their time in the rainforest from the perspective of Sir Walter. 
Remind them that Sir Walter would not have had access to the mod cons we do 
now. 

 Rumble in The Jungle - Get that Heart Rate Going! - Encourage your child to 
increase their heart rate by challenging themselves and members of the family to 
mimic the actions of animals which inhabit rainforests. Actions could include: 
jumping over logs, ducking under branches, high knees through 
quicksand, running from a tiger etc. Challenge them to record their 
heart rate (beats per minute) after each activity. Which activity 
increased their heart rate most?  

 Deforestation: Our Climate and Our Planet- As well as impacting on 
animal habitats and native people, deforestation is also a major contributor towards 
climate change. Direct your child to create an awareness leaflet about the effects of 
climate change on our planet and how deforestation is contributing towards this. 

Rainforest Leaf Adaptation 
 Watch this video. 
 Many tropical rainforest leaves have a drip tip to help them cope with high rainfall. It 

is thought that these drip tips enable rain drops to run off quickly. Plants need to 
shed water to avoid growth of fungus and bacteria in the warm, wet tropical 
rainforest. Have a look at some other common leaf adaptations here.   

 Look at the leaves in your garden or out on a walk.  What adaptations do they 
have?  Create a branching identification key to help identify the leaves in your area. 

 Be Active - Go Noodle with the family or have a family workout.  Fancy a dance? 
There are lots of dance videos they could try. Dance. Maybe try some Yoga.   

o Recommendation at least 2 hours of exercise a week.  

 

Additional learning resources parents may wish to engage with 

Classroom Secrets Learning Packs - These packs are split into different year groups 

and include activities linked to reading, writing, maths and practical ideas you can do 

around the home.  

https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/rainforests/the-future#section
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aJJLHVizhTLpNwLhG-VEOU2h0c3Cm4Y3/view?usp=sharing
http://artsmarts4kids.blogspot.com/2008/02/henri-rousseau.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jJR54Ya4yHnGWt8S6hLLc4pt6-llitRl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks2-ks2-planning-an-expedition/zb2f47h
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation/
https://bit.ly/2XFqInd
https://bit.ly/2XR21V1
https://bit.ly/2XR21V1
https://www.gonoodle.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-9Sm6_yE98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-BS87NTV5I&vl=en
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/free-home-learning-packs/


Twinkl - to access these resources click on the link and sign up using your own email 

address and creating your own password. Use the offer code UKTWINKLHELPS.  

Headteacherchat - This is a blog that has links to various learning platforms. Lots of these 

are free to access.  

Education city – All children should have their own logins. 

#TheLearningProjects 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Year 5 team. 

abrowne@newarkhillacademy.org 

astorer@newarkhillacademy.org 

spathiyath@newarkhillacadmy.org 

sakhtar@newarkhillacadmy.org 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer/UKTWINKLHELPS?utm_source=promo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=England_coronavirus_schools_email&utm_content=offer_link
https://www.headteacherchat.com/post/corona-virus-free-resources-for-teachers-and-schools
https://ec1.educationcity.com/
mailto:abrowne@newarkhillacademy.org
mailto:astorer@newarkhillacademy.org
mailto:spathiyath@newarkhillacadmy.org
mailto:sakhtar@newarkhillacadmy.org

